
                                                                      

Council's forest harvest programme cut down by its own district plan rules 
27 August 2021  
 
Waipā District Council has tripped itself up on plans to earn millions harvesting a forestry block as 
new rules put it off limits unless it asks itself for permission. 
The harvest of 36 hectares of council-owned forestry plantation has been delayed because its own 
district plan has classified the block as part of an outstanding natural feature. 
The anomaly was discovered in June and reported to the council’s finance and corporate committee 
in August. 
The council’s property service manager Bruce Nunns told the committee that outstanding natural 
features and landscapes were mapped as part of the district plan review in 2017. 
Councils were required to identify outstanding landscapes for protection but rural lobby group 
Groundswell has asked for it to stop until there was some form of protection for private landowner 
interests. 
The Pirongia mountain including the land owned by the council incorporating the Te Tahi and 

Sainsbury Road Forestry blocks now came under the outstanding landscape classification. 

“We had previously reported on our intention to harvest part of our forestry block at Pirongia in 

2021," Nunns said. 

“There was a change in the district plan in 2017, which classified the Pirongia mountain including our 

forestry as an outstanding natural features landscape and there is now a requirement to obtain a 

resource consent to undertake the harvest.” 

It was likely the resource consent application would be outsourced to a consultant and independent 

commissioner. 

The council owned 284 hectares of forest land with 229 hectares of mainly pinus radiata and 4.8 

hectares of mixed species. 

The pine is at varying stages of maturity ranging from eight to 38 years. Figures from the council’s 

annual plan showed the forestry asset to be worth $2.5 million. 

The council expected to earn upwards of $800,000 from the planned harvest, depending on market 

prices and harvest costs. 

Nunns told the committee a resource consent was not required under the previous district plan and 

the new rules had “caught us out a bit”. 

Potentially there is going to be a delay and we’re not sure how long … it will also require a landscape 

plan to show what we are going to replant with after the harvest. 

“We will also be required to consult with relevant groups around the harvest and replanting 

options.” 

News of the delay had councillors scratching their heads and asking how a forestry block could 

become an outstanding natural feature. 

Nunns reminded the councillors it was their own district plan that had landed the council in the 

difficult position. 

Waipā Mayor Jim Mylchreest said the council needed to stay alert to the regulations in the district 

plan versus the “economic costs” involved in applying for resource consent. 

“It is quite ridiculous that a forest block is caught up in a significant natural area, we’ve got to be 

careful we don’t shoot ourselves in the foot.” 

 

Source:https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/local-government/126159599/councils-forest-

harvest-programme-cut-down-by-its-own-district-plan-rules 



 


